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Week of February 18, 1991 


EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS CHARACTERISTICS 
OF FAMILIES: FOURTH QUARTER 1990 


WASHINGTON--Median weekly earnings for black married-couple 
families were $601 during the fourth quarter of 1990, according 
to the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
earnings were up from 1989's fourth quarter median of $579 but 
fell below the fourth quarter 1990 $745 median weekly earnings 
for white married-couple families. 


Median weekly earnings for black families maintained by 
women were $314, compared to $382 for families maintained by 
white women. For families maintained by black men, the median 
earnings were $397; for families maintained by white men the 
median fourth quarter earnings were $514. 


Overall, median weekly earnings during 1990's fourth quarter 
were $732 for married-couple families. Reflecting the weakening 
economy, nearly 5.2 million families had an unemployed member in 
the fourth quarter of 1990, 500,000 more than a year earlier. 
Over the same period, the median wage and salary earnings of 
families rose by only 2.8 percent to $657. Other highlights: 


--The number of all families with at least one member employed 
was virtually the same as a year earlier; however, the proportion 
with at least one member employed full time declined over the year 
by 0.5 percentage point. 


--The proportion of families with an unemployed member was 7.9 
percent in the fourth quarter, up from 7.1 percent a year earlier. 


In both periods, 7 out of 10 such families also had one or more 
employed members. 


--The number of families where both the mother and the father 
were employed fell by about 360,000 over the year ended in the 
fourth quarter of 1990 to 14.4 million. This development was 
reflected in an increase in parental unemployment. At least one 
parent was unemployed in 6.4 percent of all families with children 
in the fourth quarter compared with 5.6 percent a year earlier. 


-more=~- 
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--Median weekly wage and salary earnings of married-couple 
families reached $736 by the fourth quarter, 2.8 percent higher 
than a year earlier. While the median for families maintained by 
women grew by about 3.4 percent, to $360, it remained approximately 
half that of married couples. 


--For families with unemployed members as well as wage and 
salary workers, median weekly earnings were $428. Earnings varied 
by family type and depended on who, within the family, was 
unemployed. In about one-third of the married-couple families with 
unemployment, the husband was the jobless member and median 
earnings for these families were $315. In another third, it was 
the wife who was unemployed and the median was $504. For the 
remainder, where the jobless member was neither the husand nor 
wife, median weekly earnings were $710. 

Annual averages for 1990 
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Employment status of persons in families by family relationship, race, and Hispanic origin, quarterly averages not 
seasonally adjusted 


(Numbers in thousands) a 


Leen e eee ee nnn em 


IV ; IV 

1989 1990 
Civilian Unemployed Civilian 
Civilian labor Percent Civilian labor | Percent 
noninsti- force oe with noninsti- force ree with 
tutional | partici | Number! |), | employed | tutional | partici- | Number a | employed 
population | pation family | population | pation st family 





Unemployed 
Characteristic 


force 


samnaninscssstscelininiaiinas ae RI ecsinenchcaceeeee access MIE hiniinnk a, beris) 


- é 
In families 149,208 66.9 5,182 ‘ 69.3 149,832 66.6 5,686 : 69.8 
In married-couple families .. ws} 122,904 67.6 3,485 . 80.5 123,130 67.3 3,777 : 80.0 
Husbands | 51,401 78.2 1,141 } 64.4 51,495 78.0 1,376 k - 66.6 
ct S401 58.7 1,074 . “85. 51,495 58.9 1,158 K 85.0 

Other family member(s) seh aeRO 63.3 1,270 ; k 20,140 61.5 1,243 0 | 902 
In families maintained by women .. | 20,675 61.7 1,415 ; 44.5 20,992 60.9 1,561 : 48.3 
Householder oct, COAG 62.4 544 : : 11,339 61.9 597 ‘ 17.2 
Other family member(s) wer 9,508 60.8 871 ; . 9,653 59.8 964 ; 67.6 
In families maintained by men ... isis 71.2 283 : 4. 5,711 70.9 1 54.7 
Householder ore 78.6 116 ‘i 2,908 78.4 148 ; 30.7 
Other family member(s) 63.5 ‘ 2,803 63.1 201 ; 72.8 


White 











WEE PRN N IN sc ga cbtaetc ss cssatassecncseccvcnsennccseecnecassepnendlnces k 127,953 
In married-couple families .. ‘ : - 109,689 
Husbands : ‘ 46,338 
k k 46,363 
Other family member(s) i E 16,988 
In families maintained by women .. anes 4 : . 13,779 . 
Householder ! ; a 7,558 
Other family member(s) k : . 6,221 
In families maintained by men ... ain : k Z 4,485 
Householder k k 2,294 
Other family member(s) . ; 2,191 





In families 
In married-couple families .. 
Husbands 





Other family member(s) 

In families maintained by women 
Householder 
Other family member(s) 

In families maintained by men 
Householder 
Other family member(s) 





Hispanic origin 


In families 
In married-couple families .. 


Other family member(s) 

In families maintained by women . 
Householder 
Other family member(s) 

In families maintained by men .. 
Householder 





























" Data not shown where base is less than 60,000. presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black 
NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not population groups. 
sum to totals because data for the “other races” group are not 
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Families with wage and salary earners by race, Hispanic origin, type of family, and median usual weekly wage and 
salary earnings, quarterly averages, not seasonally adjusted 


Number of families Percent distribution Median weekly earnings 


Characteristic IV IV IV IV IV IV 
. 1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 


TOTAL 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Families with wage or salary earners' 43,906 43,842 
One earner sand 18,208 18,587 
TWO OF MOF GAMNESS ..........sccscceseeeee pibias asteseee 25,698 25,255 





Married-couple families 34,341 34,355 
sed 11,826 12,259 
Husband ... 8,782 8,899 © 
2,269 2,583 

Other family member 775 777 
22,516 22,096 

Husband and wife only 16,430 16,195 
Husband, wife, and other family member(s) 3,668 3,526 
Husband and other family member(s) 1,708 1,643 
Wife and other family member(s) 527 537 
Other family members only 183 195 





Families maintained by women 7,493 7,299 
5,141 5,013 

4,070 3,913 

Other family member 1,071 - 1,100 
Two or more earners 2,352 2,287 


Families maintained by men ... 2,071 2,187 
1,241 1,315 

1,015 1,084 

Other family member 226 231 
Two or more earners 830 872 


Married-couple families 
One earner ... 





Husband and wife only 


Families maintained by WOMEN ...........:.cscsesessessecssesesees 6 


Families maintained by men 
One earner 


Families with wage or salary earners' 
One earner 
Two or more earners 





Married-couple families ... 
One earner 


Two or more earners 
Husband and wife only 


Families maintained by women 
One earner 





Families maintained by men 
One earner 
Two or more earners .... 








See footnotes at end of table. 
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Families with wage and salary earners by race, Hispanic origin, type of family, and median usuai weekly wage 


and salary earnings, annual averages 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Characteristic 


TOTAL 


Families with wage or salary earners’ ...........0..04 


One earner 
Two or more earners .. 


Married-couple families 
One earner 
Husband 
MII ec seeeial eB icosaecssnesckcdatsns 
Other family member ...... 
Two or more earners 
Husband and wife only 


Husband, wife, and other family member(s) .. 


Husband and other family member(s) 
Wife and other family member(s) 
Other family members only 


Families maintained by women 
One earner 
Householder ................ 
Other family member 
TWO OF MOPe GAINESS ..........cecceseseeeees 


Families maintained Dy MON .......cccsssssseeseeeenees 


CE IE vias éinsscsesvetaisories 
Householder ................. 
Other family member .. 
Two or more earners 


Families with wage or salary earners’ 
One earner 


Married-coupie families 
One earner 
Husband 


Two or more earners 
Husband and wife only 


Families maintained by women ...... 
CE IE as eicsoicsecesncessiccosacessterdes 
Two or more earners 


Families maintained by men 
One earner 
Two or more earners 


Families with wage or salary earners' 
One earner 


VR GH HUE GOING ociisesicssicscsscicisacccccsrsiscincciniens 


Married-couple families 
ONIN iso acectescsiceasietessenicns 
PORT IGE cass veasivesestvcssosven 
NINE csccctoiasticppashcnccetitadiess 
Two or more earners ............. 
Husband and wife only 


Families maintained by women 
One earner .... ’ ss 
Two or more earners 


Families maintained by men 
One earner ...... : 
Two or more earners .. 


See footnotes at end of tabie. 


| Number of families 


feeereraeome 


1989 


aa 
| 








1990 


37,239 
15,309 
21,930 


30,361 
10,856 
8,162 
2,044 
19,505 
14,148 


§,127 
3,419 
1,709 


1,751 
1,035 
716 





Percent distribution Median weekly earnings 


1989 | 1990 1989 1990 
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Families with wage and salary earners by race, Hispanic origin, type of family, and median usual weekly wage 
and salary earnings, annual averages —Continued 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Number of families Percent distribution Median weekly earnings 
Characteristic : 
1989 1990 1989 1990 1989 1990 


Hispanic origin 


Families with wage or salary earners' 3,542 3,624 100.0 100.0 
One earner fae 1,591 1,648 44.9 45.5 
Two or more earners ...... ; se 1,950 1,976 ~ 55.1 54.5 


Married-couple families 2,619 2,599 100.0 100.0 
One earner aes 1,044 1,050 39.9 40.4 
Husband ... je 858 814 ~ 32.8 31.3 
was 126 164 4.8 6.3 

Two or more earners ite 1,574 1,549 60.1 59.6 
Husband and wife only 977 924 37.3 35.5 





Families maintained by women 633 691 - 100.0 100.0 


One earner eson 409 447 64.6 64.7 
Two or more earners 224 244 35.4 35.3 


Families maintained by men ma 291 334 | 100.0 100.0 


cae 138 151 47.6 45.3 
Two or more earners 152 183 52.4 54.7 


* Data exclude families in which there is no wage or salary earner or eithér self-employed or in the Armed Forces. 
in which the husband, wife, or other person maintaining the family is 
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JOB CORPS HOPES TO ATTRACT WOMEN 
INTO NON-TRADITIONAL CAREERS 


WASHINGTON -- Bright colors, bold designs and snappy messages. 
That's how a new series of eye-catching information kits and 
posters will be used to attract young women into training programs 
for non-traditional jobs, according to the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 


The Job Corps recruitment effort combines these materials to 
show positive female role models in the Job Corps and the career 
options available in the construction trades. 


Job Corps Director Peter Rell says the goal of this effort is 
to enroll more women into training for the construction trades. 
"Studies show that women in the construction trades enjoy higher 
wages, better fringe benefits, a wider variety of work schedules 
and great job security," notes Rell. "For many women, it is the 
difference between relying on public assistance and being 
economically self-sufficient." 


The new materials include an information kit with one-page 
descriptions of 10 trades offered by Job Corps: brick masonry, 


cement masonry, carpentry, building and apartment maintenance, 
electrical wiring, landscaping, painting, plastering, plumbing and 
solar installation. The kits include a career ladder of the 
opportunities within each trade and a brochure on successful 

Job Corps graduates who now enjoy rewarding careers in the trades. 
A set of posters will also be used at Job Corps Centers to 
accompany these materials. 


Vocational and occupational exploration coordinators, 
recruiters and those who operate training programs within Job Corps 
centers will use the materials to attract potential enrollees and 
to retain those who have chosen the trades as careers. 


Single copies of the information kits only are available free 
of charge for vocational guidance counselors, social service 
agencies, civic organizations and other groups which work with 
youth. 


Requests should be addressed on letterhead to: McKinney 
Distribution Center, Post Office Box 750, McKinney, Texas 75069, 
attn: Beverly Spradling, (stock number 91060). 


# # # 
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The first strike in the building trades and the first strike 
for a 10-hour day was staged in 1791 by the Journeymen Carpenters 
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, according to "Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. When 
they failed to win a 10-hour day, the journeymen set up a 
cooperative society that advertised rates underselling master 
craftsmen. 


The first strike by a permanent union was in 1792 by an 
organization of Philadelphia journeymen cordwainers, according to 
"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
The cordwainers protested against a reduction in wages. | 


# # # 
The first permanent strike fund was established in 1805 by 


New York City cordwainers, according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


a, 





